Tell time by dandeliong now...Fly kiteg on every hill... Let
April winde blow trough your hair... Dance like a daffodil.
Thig i¢ no time for latchec...Or dull and routine
chores...When ¢pring ic epreading bloggomse...

On all the valley floors.

~—=Alice Mackenzie Cwaim
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The joys of a child

There are many kinds of
joy. We can experience joy
upon seeing a beautiful sunset
of from a job well done. But,
the kind of joy which children
are more likely to experience is
simply the pleasure of enjoying
themselves in the moment. A
child flying a kite or
playing with a friend-
ly dog is likely to
be so wrapped up
in their play as to
be oblivious to
what else is going
on around them.
When we experience
this kind of joy we
laugh spontaneously and
are rejoicing naturally.

There are certain activities
that tend to produce these joy-
ous raptures of self-transcen-
dence, where we literally for-
get our problems and our very
selves. Included among these

{

are music and dancing, walk-
ing or hiking in places of natu-
ral beauty, or simply engaging
in the kinds of activities that
gave us joy as a child, whether
flying a kite, climbing a tree,
or skipping stones down at the
pond. We should not be so
grown-up that we forget
how to experience the
joys of a child. God
wants us to be
happy, and climbing
one of His trees or
sending a kite into
the sky is really a
simple prayer of
rejoicing.
Let the heavens be glad,
and let the earth rejoice; let
the sea roar, and all that fills
it; let the field exult, and every-
thing in it! Then shall all the
trees of the wood sing for joy
before the Lord.
---Psalm 96:11-13

N

If you wish your children to think deep
thoughts, to know the holiest emotions,
take them to the woods and hills, and give
them the freedom of the meadows; the
hills purify those who walk upon them.

—Richard Jefferies

Announcements, thank yous,
invitations and other stuff

<> PASTOR’S CELL PHONE: If
Pastor Bakke cannot be reached on
his office phone, his cell phone
number is: 320-444-6159.

Thank You

<> THANK You: We would like
to say thank you to all of you
for your love and support during
Mary’s diagnosis and surgery.
All of your cards, phone calls
and prayers really gave us sup-
port when we needed it most.
Thank you to Sisters at Heart
who provided meals for us and
to the Nordland Knitters and
Nordland Church for the prayer
shawl. Pastor Steve, thank you
for taking the time to pray with
us, for us, checking up on us
and always asking what you
could do for us. God bless you
all.

--Bob and Mary Schemel

<> THANK You: I want to
thank all of you who said
prayers for me, sent cards,
called or visited me after my
surgery and during my recovery.
Thank you to Pastor Steve for
his call and visit to our home,
we enjoyed visiting with you,

come again.

Thank you to Marlys Pearson
who was there for me through
all my tests and diagnosis and
prayed with me the night before
my surgery and was there to
visit and pray with me and my
family after surgery and contin-
ued to be there all during my
recovery. Her caring and con-
cern meant a great deal to me.

Thank you to the knitters for
my prayer shawl. It’s beautiful
and thank you to Dorothy
Martinson for her visit and
delivering it, the shawl helped to
keep me warm and was a com-
fort to me during my recovery.
Thank you to the Sisters at
Heart for arranging meals to be
brought to my home after my
surgery and thank you to the
ladies who prepared and deliv-
ered them: Dorothy Martinson,
Viv Wright, Dorothy
Hendrickson, Vicki Jenniges and
Eleanor Nepsund. Your meals
were delicious and I enjoyed
your visits, it helped to brighten
my days.

Thank you to Rick Thompson
who is always so great about
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keeping our driveway open. It
means a great deal to us, we
were always able to get out to
tests and my doctors appoint-
ments.

All these acts of kindness

have meant a great deal to me
and helped to make a stressful
time in my life easier. My
heartfelt thanks.

--Eileen Bergstrom

The
Link
§ Liwlirg proplo.
Bulfe¥ ey coserouTny

Mission

Creating a community where
neighbors share the love of God
through service to each other.

Neighbors In Need

People in our community are
falling further and further
behind. We are trying to help
people get back to square one
and off to a fresh start. Since the
beginning of 2010, The Link has
disbursed over $7000 to assist
people with things like medical
bills, health insurance premi-
ums, transportation costs, hous-
ing, utilities, etc.

Drop ’N Shop Spring clothing
Exchange: Friday and Saturday,
April 16-17 at Peace Lutheran
Church in New London.

Drop off you donated clothes on
Friday noon, 6 p.m. Come back
and shop on Sat. 9 am-noon.

Everything is FREE, including
breakfast! Volunteers are still
needed, contact The Link to sign
up.

Resources Available

Laundry facilities, FREE at the
New London office. Household
items, furnishings, appliances,
linens, etc. Haircuts FREE of
charge.

Resources Needed

People able to do small car
repairs. Gift cards for gas, gro-
ceries, and household/hygiene
needs. Volunteers for office,
computer.

Community Meal Planning
Committee

Community meal project in the
works to begin this fall. Next
meeting is Thurs. May 6, 6 pm
at Faith Lutheran.

For more information contact
Michelle Peterson by phone at
320-796-2522 or 320-894-1681
or by email fic_michelle @tds.
net

called to order by President
Steve Wright at 7:32 p.m. on
Feb. 11, 2010. The following
members were present: Nikki
Beck, Mary Downs, Paul Gaebe,
Donna Johnson, Jeb Johnson,
Aaron Kranz, Mike McNab,
Ernie Miller, Ashlee Moline,
Jerome Nygaard, Larry Powers,
Wayne Steffensen, Deb Spichke,
Deb Stulen and Steve Wright.
Absent: Brian Ditmarson. Also
present: Pastor Bakke, Colleen
McNab, Bob Pederson and Sue
Pederson.

X MSC: [N. Beck/D. Johnson]
to accept the written agenda.

X Pastor Bakke opened with
devotions and prayer.

X Colleen McNab gave an
update on the youth program.
Requested permission to do a
church-wide 30-hour famine,
April 16-17, with camping
overnight outside of church.

X MSC: [A. Kranz/M. Downs]|
to approve 30-hour famine April
16--17.

X MSC: [J.Nygaard/E. Miller] to
approve Jan. 14, *10 minutes as

written.

TREASURERS’ REPORTS
Special Ministries: Written
report presented by Jeb Johnson
General Treasurer: Written
report presented by Ernie Miller
[for RaNae Martinson]

MSC: [P. Gaebe/M. Downs] to
accept special ministries report.
MSC: [D. Johnson/W.
Steffensen] to accept general
treasurer report.

BOARD REPORTS
Worship: Oral report given. No
action taken.

Personnel: Written report dis-
tributed. No action taken.
Property & Finance: Oral
report given. No action taken.
Parish Ed.: Written report dis-
tributed. VBS will be held Aug.
2-6, ’10. Last day of Sunday
school is May 23, *10. Summer
worship schedule begins May
30. No action taken.
Congregational Life: Oral
report given. A women’s self-
defense class held March 4, free.
Food and non-food items will be
collected the last Sunday of each
month for distribution to local
agencies. No action taken.
Pastor’s Report: Lenten Series:
“Where Is God?” began Feb. 17,
Ash Wed., through March 24.
Maundy Thursday and Good
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Friday services held. Easter is
4/4.10.

Staff Update: No report.

Vice President Report: Mike
McNab expressed appreciation
to council members for good
meeting attendance.
President’s Report: No report.
Unfinished Business:
Distribution of benevolence
funds.

MSC: [J. Nygaard/A. Kranz] to
accept benevolence fund distri-
bution as proposed on Part I of
special ministries report.

MSC: [P. Gaebe/A. Moline] to

authorize Steffensen to handle
Good SAM fund requests.
MSC: [D. Stulen/E. Miller] to
pay Paynesville Ministerial dues
[.50¢ pr baptized member.]
New Business: Discussed staff
salaries as requested on Jan. 31,
at Part II of annual meeting.
MSC: [J. Nygaard/P. Gaebe] to
leave 2010 budget as is. Carried
by roll call vote, 11-4.

With no further business, the
meeting was adjourned at 10:30
p.m. with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted for approval,

Deb Spichke, council sec.

1 April birthdays and anniversaries I
I 1. Chad Powers Brooke Richards Warrner I
I Glen Oakleaf Lori Nygaard 20. Ken and Nancy I
I 2. Gerald VanDorsten *Russell and Joan Drange I
Vance Simonson Schmidt Chelsie Grandstrand
I Kathy Pickle Ryan Hemingson Patty Crawford
I 3. Darin Voecks Elizabeth Balbach 21. Patrick Hemingson I
I 4. Elsie Sonstegard Bob Schemel 22. Cassandra Kohnen I
Erica Gaebe Myron and Shirley ~ 23. Christopher Hoffman
I 5. Marcia Hunt Hagen 26. *Choncy and I
I Marten VanDorsten  11. Shaylei Brutger Donna Donner I
I Renee Gaebe Randy Wehler Kevin Olson I
I 6. Erika Vandeputte 12. Dave Moline 28. Abigail Van Dorsten I
7. *Allen and Joyce 17. Diane Christle 29. Laurel Hanson
I Anderson Richard Thompson  30. Debbie Roberg I
I 8. David L. Percival Shirley Fletcher Maureen Zeleny I
I 9. Loren Roberg Christian Hanson I

10. Corbin Soine

19. Nathan & Melissa

Ole and Lars went to a cafe and ordered two Cokes. They took sandwiches
out of their pockets and started to eat them. The waiter said, “Hey you can’t
eat your own sandwiches in here!” So they traded sandwiches.
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C=Laura Wangen

April Serving Group Colaus Wane
APRIL CHAIRS: Johnson Each person please bring

: C=Mary Peterson three dozen cookies.
*Harlow & Donna Johnson .
. C=JoAn Miller Servers be sure to have
*Bruce & Elaine Bork .
WEC=M d April 18 coffee ready by 9 a.m.
WaL=Means to serve and 1o w ¢ c_Bryce & Elaine Fellowship runs 9:15-
bring three dozen cookies. Bork 1015, Thank f
Start coffee water at 8 am. ¢ ~U:10. Thank you for serv
W&C=Harlow & Donna  ing. Please be willing to

C=Means to bring three dozeny ., either donate or helpif
cookies, arrive at 9 a.m. but you are called on

you donOt serve.
April 4 APRIL CHAIRS:
Nordland Youth Group *Aaron & Bobbi Kranz
*Dorothy Martinson

April 11
W&C=Doug & Donna Thompson schedule in the Winds box
by May 15

Haagenson W&C=Bruce & Elaine
W&C=Harlow & Donna ~ BOTK

C=Allison Martinson

C=Steve Hislop
April 25

W&C=Bob & Maria

SUPER SUNDAYS

The last Sunday of every month in 2010
will be SUPER SUNDAY!
Please bring items to church and put in our
RED WAGON on those Sundays.
MARCH: Donations went to Paynesville Service Center
APRIL: The Link Food Shelter in New London
MAY: Care Pantry Hope Presbyterian Church, Spicer.
Non-food items are requested for Spicer
Thank you all for your donations.
--The Congregational Life Board

As wejourney down the road, let us share each others’ load, [et’s
be kind. We are comrades on the way, going whither none can

say; [ong the m’gﬁt, but while it’s (fay let’s be kind. A, Niele
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